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Pune: Extreme weather con-
ditions in many parts of the
country have led to a spike in
insurance claims for health-
related illnesses, crop dama-
ges and cattledeaths.

Under retail health polici-
es 100, heat stroke-related cla-
imsseem tobeontherise. Ris-
habh Choudhary; a resident
of PimpriChinchwad, recent-
ly had an episode of food-poi-
soning and dehydration. “I
was hospitalised for about
two days and raised a claim
with my insurer,” he, said.

Most large private insu-
rers offer health insurance
policies that not only offer co-
verage against major illnes-
ses like cancer, kidney stroke,
heart ailments, etc but also

WEATHER IMPACT

» Claims under “high
temperature” peril have gone
up due to heat waves and early
summer conditions

> Extreme heat can cause an
early harvest of wheat crops,
wrﬂneducedgramwelght

> High temperatures also
impact pomegranates, and
bananas

» Drought-like situa-

tion has led to crop loss and
increase in claim payments in
Karnataka and Andhra Pragesh

> Also there has been a

"% rise in cattle-related claims

- due to heat waves

* > Insurance companies ex-

- pect claims for cattle deaths
% from hot geographical belts
. like western Rajasthan,

" north Punjab and Haryana

protect against . hospitalisa-
tion due to seasonal ailments
like heat wave impact. So far;
HDFC ERGO General Insu-
rance Company has received
9 claims till now as compared
to12 claimslast year. Bajaj Al-
lianz General Insurance has

received claimsfor conditions
like acute gastroenteritis, de-
hydration etc.

On claims for crop insu-
rance, T ARamalingam, chief
technical officer, Bajaj Alli-
anz General Insurance, said,
“Due to heat waves and early

summer conditions, claims
under the “high temperatu-
re” peril have been triggered
under restructured weather-
based crop insurance scheme.
We could possibly see an in-
crease in claims due to excep-
tional weather conditions.”

Parthanil Ghosh, director
and chief business officer,
HDFC ERGO General Insu-
rance Company, said, “Long-
term horticulture crops such
as pomegranates, and bana-
nas might exhibit some im-
pact due to sustained high
temperatures in April. Also,
while we have not witnessed a
significant rise in cattle-rela-
ted claims,we expect somecla-
ims from extensive hot geog-
raphical belts like western
Rajasthan, north Punjab and
Haryana in May.”
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